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THE EVENING STAR

Laird, Fulbright Clash:
Did CIA Know of Raid?

" By ORR KELLY
Star Staff Writer

Sen. J. William Fulbrights|
D-Ark., said today that Richard
Helms, director of the Central
Intelligence: Agency,, told him
he had not been consulted before
the attempted rescue of Ameri-
can prisoners at Son Tay in
North Vietnam.

Defense Secretary Melvin R.
Laird, who was testifying before
the Senate Forelgn Relations
Committee, replied that he had
personally briefed Helms in his
office at the Pentagon three or
four weeks before the mission.

The CIA had no immediate
comment on the conflict in the

.| and that the planners of the raid
had relied solely on Defense De-{

accounts given hy Fulbright and
Laird.

The exchange came as Ful-
bright was pressing Laird to
make available the two leaders
of the rescue mission for ques-
tioning by the committee, which
Fulbright heads.

Fulbright said he wanted to
find out whether American offi-
cials knew the prison camp was,
empty before the raid. The raid-|
ing party came away empty-
handed.

“We were convinced we had a
fifty-fifty chance of returning
with prisoners of war,”’ Laird
declared.

Fulbright then said he under-
stood the CIA was not involved

partment intelligence.

“All agencies were consult-
ed,” Laird declared. ‘“Informa-
tion from all agencies was tak-

n....”

“That is not very accurate.
. . " Fulbright broke in. “I per-
sonally asked the director (of
Central Intelligence) whether he
?ad been consulted and he said,
no.) b2

“The director came to the

. . . three or four weeks before
the rescue mission,” Laird de-
clared.

Fulbright broke in to ask
whether the briefing could not
have been as much as three
months before, but Laird ig-
nored the comment and con-
tinued:

“There was no effort made by
the Defense Department not fo
consult or to keep the director or
the Central Intelligence board

Pentagon and was briefed by me|

away from this information. We
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drew on the entire Intelligence
community.”

Earlier, in his attempt to learn
whether prisoners were known
to be there or whether the raid
had been conducted for some
other purpose, Fulbright got
Laird to agree to supply the
committee with intelligence pho-
tographs Laird had studied be-
fore giving the go ahead for the
raid on Nov. 20.

Laird insisted that the purpose
of the raid was to rescue Ameri-
can prisoners, but he also said it
had the additional purpose of
“letting the world know we
cared.”

Fulbright said he could think
of several good reasons for the
raid, including the desire to de-
monstrate concern for the pris-

| oners.

“] am very disappointed you
have doubts about this. . .”
Laird responded.

Laird and Adm. Thomas
Moorer, chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff, insisted they did,
riof ‘know before the raid thatl
there were no prisoners in the:
camp and, in fact, thought there‘l
was a good chance of a success-
ful rescue. !

Fulbright, however, said it
seemed to him there was a bet-
ter chance for the raiding team
to “get in and get out,” as Moor-
er had put it, if there were no
prisoners than if there had been
prisoners present.

Exchange of Remarks
Laird, who has been angry at|
Fulbright since the senator ques-|'
tioned Laird’s veracity in a tele-
vision interview on Nov. 28,
challenged the senator to pointj.
out any statement where “you|’
think I’ve told you anything that|'
didn’t have a basis and absolute |
truth. . ..” ' :
“I made the decision and I've
answered your questions and I
think they should be accepted as
true,” Laird declared.
“1 never suggested you have
bad motives,” Fulbright de-

same decision under the same

clared. “I think you are as good
an’American as anybody can

If he had had fo make the
decision whether or not the raid
should be carried out, Fulbright
said, “I might have made the

circumstances.”

“But if the prisoners were
there it could have bheen ex-.
tremely hazardous and I would
have hesitated.” -

- Doubts Need for Call

Laird broke off the exchange
by saying he did not see why
any of those who took part in the
raid or their leaders should be
called before Congress to defend
their bravery. .

The Fulbright committee has
before it a bill {o commend the
heroism of those involved in the
rescue attempt. Fulbright's at-
tempt to turn consideration of
that bill into an investigation of
the raid itself drew a sharp re-
joinder from Sen. John Sher
man Cooper, R-Ky., who is one
of the sponsors of the resolution.

“This simply goes to the bray-
ery of the men,” Cooper told
Fulbright, “If we are going to
investigate the raid I think we
can separate these things. I don't
see why we don’t pass it (the
resolution).”
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